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What will happen 
if the congestion 
reduction charge 
is not approved?
If Metro does not receive 
additional revenue for the 2012-
2013 budget, it must begin cutting 
service as soon as February 2012. 
Without more funds, a total of 
600,000 hours of transit service 
would need to be eliminated 
over the next two years. This 
is about 17 percent of Metro’s 
entire system, but it would affect 
up to 80 percent of bus riders. 
That means as many as four out 
of fi ve people will have to walk 
further, wait longer, make an 
extra transfer, stand in the aisle, 
or stand on the curb and see fully-
loaded buses pass them by. And 
it will force tens of thousands of 
people back into cars, worsening 
congestion for everyone.

Reduced – Route reductions 
may result in less frequent 
service or loss of service during 
certain times, such as evenings or 
weekends.

Revised – Routes may be 
changed to streamline service, 
reduce duplication, and make the 
system more effi cient
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This is the preliminary example of how a 17 percent reduction in Metro service could 
occur. The changes would be phased between February 2012 and October 2013. The 
reductions and revisions are based on new guidelines in Metro’s Strategic Plan for Public 
Transportation.
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